PARLIAMENT
CH. XVI.
1835      (S.) was displaying his comic powers, which brought up a compari-
-----      son between him and that " respectable actor Mr. Cowper."    The
JET. 48 muscles of the young hero relaxed for an instant, and then he got over it. Lord R. Grosvenor told him that he thought he would make an admirable bishop, apropos of something else, and Lord Mahon twitted him for his chanceHor-of-the-exchequer-like skill in figures, of which he was then giving a specimen. Stanley in each instance winced, but went on without noticing the hit;
Well! and what is to come next ? The strong like to exercise their strength, the interested like to grasp their object. So I suppose we shall have plenty to do and perhaps to lament next week. Peel will not think of budging, I presume, upon yesterday's defeat; but his prospects are not flattering. His countenance wheri the numbers were announced expressed mortification; but that it is prone to do on similar occasions. The argument was entirely ori thei side of our last Speaker. Perhaps he allowed the stories to his discredit to go too long unanswered. I glory in my vote, and only lament that I have not the power to give it more effect; but Stanley spoke very well and said all that was to be said on our side. Think of Burdett keeping out of the way !
To Ms Wife, 6 March
What shall I tell you ? Everyone looks blank. The beaten because they are beaten; the victorious because they find themselves pledged to many dangerous steps. Some people are eager to defend themselves for supporting Abercromby, and throw dirt in the prosecution of that purpose. There is a rising cry for Lord Stanley ; but somehow or other he has not got the following that his talents, character, rank, and principles would seem to challenge for him. I have passed an hour with Ld. Ripon, more in lamentation than in the discovery of remedies. I have also had a conversation with Hallam. I shall cultivate him ; he is learned in our history, very liberal of his information, and very candid in his opinion, though having an inclination towards the constitution party. Everyone expects that an amendment will be carried to the Address. I only hope that it may be made so gentle as to admit of Peel's accepting it. He must not be too nice. All is at stake. To shew you the difference of people's opinions, Faz. told me to-day with his most honest look that he never heard anything so conclusive as Lord J. Russell's speech. Heaven help him ! say I.
The position of his friends the Stanleyites, who continued to sit on the right of the Speaker after the change of government, was anomalous, and Canning was anxious to cross over